Chorus Syllabus
Learning and Developmental Goals 
GOALS FOR THIS COURSE- Goals align with the 9th-12th grade Georgia State Music Standards. The long-range learning goals align with the National Music Standards, and are listed below. 

· Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

· Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

· Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

· Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

· Reading and notating music.

· Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

· Evaluating music and music performances.

· Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

· Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Applying these national standards will include instruction in:
· Basic vocal performance technique

· Varied repertoire of choral music designed to educate, to challenge, and to be performed

· Development of artistic concepts and skills needed to perform

· Learning to evaluate music and music performances

· Instruction in reading, notating, and analyzing skills needed to interpret the written score, including basic sight reading skills using the Solfege method

· Understanding of music in relation to history and culture

OBJECTIVE: The objective of the chorus program for chorus students is to allow students to develop functional skills to enable them to sing for their own enjoyment. 

ATTENDANCE: Functional vocal skills are obtained through a cumulative process. Regular and punctual attendance at class is required. Tardiness is not acceptable and will be dealt with according to school policy. 

CONCERT: Several performances will be scheduled each semester. Because chorus is an ensemble class, all students are required to be at all assigned rehearsals and performances unless otherwise noted by Mrs. Scarborough.  If there are circumstances beyond their control, parents must inform Mrs. Scarborough in writing and students must complete a make-up project. This is an ensemble class.  Each student is a small part of the same whole.
Assessing Students’ Progress 
Daily Grade: 
Students will be evaluated on the development of their skills, including rehearsal skills.  If a student is unable to sing in class for any reason, such as illness, an alternate written assignment will be given until the student has recovered enough to be able to actively participate in rehearsal.
Written Assignments: 
Students will be given weekly written assignments throughout the course of the semester to increase their musicianship. Assignments must be turned in completed and on time to be counted. 

Quizzes/Singing Tests/Projects: 
Students will frequently be given singing assessments during which students will demonstrate music skills throughout the year. Composition and research projects may also be given during the semester, and count as assessment grades. These projects are meant to give students a more in-depth knowledge of different musical styles and genres. 

Evaluating Students’ Progress 
Grade Breakdowns are as follows: 
40% 
Class assignments and homework
60% 
Assessments
Class Rules 
1. Respect all people, instruments and property. Be supportive of your classmates.
3. Remain quiet during instruction and demonstrations. 

4. Raise your hand before speaking or leaving your seat. 

5. “I’m having difficulty, but I’ll do my best” instead of: “I can’t do it.”
6. Put all music and materials away at the end of class.  The bottom line: please leave the room as clean and tidy as when you came in.

7. Absolutely no food, drinks, candy, or gum allowed in the music room. Water is acceptable. 

Class Materials 
Students will be assigned school-owned music and will be responsible for its care. 

Students are required to provide the following: 

*Pencil with working eraser.  Work completed in ink will not be accepted.

*1” Notebook for choral octavo music.  The choral music is to be returned at the end of the semester.  These binders may be kept in the chorus room and should remain in good condition.  
***Please feel free to contact me at any time about class matters. Email is my preferred mode of communication because it allows me to get back to you throughout the school day. 

mary.scarborough@sccpss.com
islandschorus.weebly.com
912-395-2000

Student Info and Contact Sheet 
All information on this form is confidential and for instructional purposes only. 

Student: 
Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Name: __________________________________Voice Part:____________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Health Conditions: _____________________________________________________________ 

Anything you want me to know about student:________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parents/Guardians: 
1. Full Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Numbers: ________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

2. Full Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Numbers: ________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

I have read and understand the IHS Chorus Handbook.

__________________________________________ 


______________ 
Student Signature 






Date 
